
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7638 September 14, 2000
system is in such bad shape, they mis-
read the Norwegian rocket launch.
They thought it was an attack from an
American nuclear submarine.

What did they do? The Russians have
acknowledged that, for one of the first
times ever, they put their full ICBM
system on alert. Well, what does that
mean? That meant Russia had 15 min-
utes, 15 minutes to decide whether to
launch a missile against the U.S. or
call it off.

Boris Yeltsin has publicly acknowl-
edged, and I will put in the RECORD,
there was 7 minutes left, he overruled
his Defense Minister Pavel Grachev
and the general in charge of his com-
mand staff and called off the response.

Imagine that, Mr. Speaker, in Janu-
ary of 1995, we almost had Russia
launch an ICBM at America because of
a Norwegian rocket launch that they
had been told about. What would we
have done if that launch would have
occurred? We could not defend it be-
cause we have no system. Well, we do.
We probably sent up a radio signal to
wherever the trajectory was of that
city and tell them over the radio, you
have 25 minutes to vacate your homes,
because that is how long it takes for an
ICBM leaving Russia to hit America.
Twenty-five minutes to move, that is
the only protection that we could pro-
vide to the American people.

What are we going to do if that hap-
pens? If an accident occurs, what do we
do, have Putin apologize to us, say,
‘‘Oh, we are sorry. We are sorry you
lost 200,000 people in L.A. We are sorry
that Atlanta, Georgia got bombed. We
did not mean it. It was an accident.’’

What do we do if North Korea says,
‘‘We are going to test you, America. We
are going to invade South Korea. If you
interfere, L.A. is out the door.’’ What
do we do then, go in and bomb North
Korea in advance, or do we wait until
they launch their missile and then
wonder whether we are going to attack
North Korea later. What about the peo-
ple in L.A.? Who is going to protect
them?

Mr. Speaker, this President should
not be allowed to get away with what
he did. He lied to the American people.
Our security is at risk. The same way
he lied to the American people in the
China technology transfer scandal.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I was a Mem-
ber of the Cox committee. For 7
months, we sat through testimony and
meeting after meeting with the CIA
and the FBI. I saw all the evidence or
most of it that the CIA and the FBI
have relative to how the Chinese got
technology from America.

Mr. Speaker, through all of that evi-
dence that we saw, nine of us, four
Democrats and five Republicans, nine
decent people voted unanimously, nine
to zero that America’s security was
harmed because of technology that was
transferred to China.

Now, the administration would have
us believe it was stolen. Wen Ho Lee,
the poor man, just got released after 9
months. They said it was stolen. It was
not stolen.
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It was not stolen. It was a wholesale
auctioning off of America’s technology.

What did they get in return? They
got campaign dollars. The same man
going around the country championing
campaign finance reform obtained mil-
lions of dollars, hundreds of millions of
dollars for his campaign committee.

This is not the Republican gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. WELDON) talk-
ing, Mr. Speaker. I would offer to my
colleagues a letter that Louis Freeh,
one of the people in this administra-
tion with integrity, the head of the
FBI, hand picked by Bill Clinton and
Janet Reno, Louis Freeh wrote a 90-
page memorandum based on a factual
investigation by his investigator,
Charles Labella.

That 90-page memorandum went to
Janet Reno. It is now available. I will
give it to anybody that wants it, and
they can read it for themselves, in
Louis Freeh’s own words. What did it
say? It said: ‘‘As the FBI Director of
America, I have reason to believe that
further investigation is warranted be-
cause four people may have committed
felonies in campaign contributions
being received with technology being
left out of our country to go to a for-
eign nation.’’

And Louis Freeh named the four peo-
ple. Who were they? In Louis Freeh’s
own words: Bill Clinton, Hillary Clin-
ton, AL GORE, and Harold Ickes, who is
running Hillary’s campaign in New
York State.

The scandal of this administration
was not Monica Lewinsky. The scandal
of this administration was the whole-
sale auctioning off of America’s tech-
nology so that Clinton and GORE could
get reelected.

And now we have the President giv-
ing a speech at Georgetown about how
he is making the right decision for us
on protecting our people.

The White House should be ashamed.
America should be ashamed. And all of
us had better look to the facts as op-
posed to the wink and the nod and the
smile.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
VITTER). The Chair would remind Mem-
bers that remarks in debate should not
include charges against the President
or Vice President.
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PRINTING IN THE RECORD FOR
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2000

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the schedule
for the week of September 18 be in-
serted in the RECORD immediately after
the end of legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

BALANCED BUDGET ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like for my 5 minutes to be joined by
my colleague, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS), to talk about one of
the real health care crises that we
have.

We are going to hear a lot about
health care in the next 8 weeks, issues
that we hope to address, the Patients’
Bill of Rights, prescription drug cov-
erage. But there is really a more press-
ing issue out there, and that is the ef-
fect of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
on health care providers.

My colleague, the gentleman from
Chicago, Illinois (Mr. DAVIS), and I had
a hearing in Chicago on August 28 in
which we had providers come testify
about the impact of the Balanced
Budget Act. And they are serious and
they are important.

They are so important that we have
come down to the floor to just start
the drumbeat of noise so that before we
end this legislative session we have
some assistance and aid to our health
care providers who are really working
in the field to address some of the fund-
ing shortfalls.

The Balanced Budget Act was passed
in order to reduce the deficit and bal-
ance our Nation’s budget and control
health care entitlement spending. I am
proud to say that that goal was accom-
plished but with some unintended con-
sequences, as so happens in legislation.

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, the actual reductions brought
about by the Balanced Budget Act, in-
cluding the adjustment in the Balanced
Budget Reconciliation Act that we
passed last year, 1999, are $124 billion,
that is ‘‘billion’’ with a ‘‘b,’’ more than
Congress voted for when we passed the
Balanced Budget Act.

We heard a lot of testimony. I would
like to quote Allan Gaffner of Utlaut
Memorial Hospital in my Congres-
sional district: ‘‘The Balanced Budget
Act will cause Utlaut Extended Care
Unit to lose revenue totaling $185,000 in
2000. Last year the unit lost an average
of $190,000. From 1999 through 2003, the
Extended Care Unit is projected to op-
erate with $1 million less revenue than
before the Balanced Budget Act was in-
stituted. The total Medicare operating
margin of Utlaut last year was a nega-
tive 10.8 percent.’’

Let me rephrase that.
The total Medicare operating margin,

that is our promise to our seniors, we
paid our providers 10.8 percent below
the cost of providing that service.

I do not see how they survive.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague,

the gentleman from Chicago, Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman for yield-
ing. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be
here to share in this Special Order with
my colleague from Illinois.

Mr. Speaker, I was pleased on August
28 to cosponsor a statewide hearing on
the impact of the Balanced Budget Act
on hospitals in the State of Illinois.
And they came from all over the State:
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